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Pierre Sends 
Fourteen To 
Legion State 
In June, small delegations of -

students representing high schools 
from across South Dakota will 
convene at two college campuses for 
a week of politicing, debating, and 
law-making. As in years past, Riggs 
High will be well-represented at Boys 
State and Girls State. 

· The 1969 representatives to Boys State are from left to right: ·Jim 
Ackerman, Tom Huber, Kim Kurvink, Ward Mccaughey, Jim Melstead, Curt 
Mortenson, Steve Robinson, and Pat Suiter. 

The names of those chosen for this 
honor were announced at an 
assembly on March 17 by Mr. 
Gordon Thompson, of the American 
Legion, and Mrs. Weisgram, 
representing the Auxiliary. Boys 
Staters are: Jim Ackerman, Dennis 
Groff, Tom Huber, Kim Kurvink, 
Ward Mccaughey, Jim MeWad, Qirt 
Morte·nson, Steve Robinson, and Dale 
·Suiter. The alternates include Tim
Thayer,. Pat McLellan, and Tom Lee.
Those . attending Girh. State are:

Band Pursues Busy Schedule 
Maryann Drenkhahn, Linda Edzards,
Marge Flannery, Marilee Johnson,
and Esther Piccionne. The Alternates
are Janet Lehecka and Kris Loken.The Senior high band has made 

several public apperances in the past 
month and have a busy schedule for 
April and May. 

The entire band presented a 
concert for the legislators in the State 
Capital rotunda on March 5. The 
main purpose of the concert was to 
present "Dakota", a song which was 
up for consideration as the new 
South Dakota state song. Although 
the bill did not pass in the form it 
was submitted at that time, 
"Dakota" has become a number two 
state song. 

Thirty five members of the band 
were chosen to make up the pep 
band for the regional basketball 

AFS Chapter 

Holds Banquet 
The American Field Service 

Chapter of Pierre held a public 
benefit supper March 17, to which 
the community service clubs were 
especially invited. The profits will be 
used to help finance future foreign 
exchange students. 

The program got underway with a 
chicken supper, prepared in 
cooperation with the school lunch 
program. 

To highlight the evening, Esther 
Piccione, our present exchange 
student, gave an entertaining talk on 
her homeland. She told about her 
homelife, school, customs, and 
holidays. When asked what she 
thought of South Dakota weather,. 
she replied, "I think the snow in Spain 
iswarmer.l used to think it was cold, 
but now -----!" 

Mr. N eiles gave a short history of 
the national and local A.F.S. 
program. He also pointed out that 
the exchange students are chosen on 
the basis of their academic promise, 
personal life, and English speaking 
ability. In his words "the A.F.S. 
program does a great deal in 
promoting people to people relations 
with other countries." 

During the course of the evening, 
entertainment was provided by the 
Riggs High Folksinging Group 
including: Rich Victor, Al Slaathaug, 
Dane Snodgrass, Gary Snow, Randy 
Schumacher, Monty Bieber, Barb 
Andrews, Patti Wilcox, Judy Pugh, 
and Mary Wilcox. 

Dr. Lehnert, the M.C., said that 
exchange students must be 
intelligent, leaders, courageous, and 
morally straight. 

The program ended with a panel 
discussion by the former host 
families of Pierre. 

FNA To Tour 

AFB Facilities 
The Future Nurses Club annual 

tour will include visits to Ellsworth 
Air Force Base Hospital, the County 
H e a l t h  D e p a r t m e n t ,  
Bennett-Clarkson Hospital, St. John's 
McNamara Hospital and Sioux 
Sanatorium, when they travel to 
Rapid City next month. April 11 and 
12th have been chosen for the career 
field tour by the eleven girls and Mrs. 
Robinson, sponsor. 

tournament on March 6 and 7. These 
musicians put in long hours as they 
played for all the games both 
evenings. 

On March 12 the same tournament 
band went to the Municipal airport in 
a snowstorm to welcome twenty 
three cadet airline stewardesses who 
had flown to Pierre for their 
graduation ceremonies. 

On Sunday, April 13th, the senior 
high concert band will hold its 
b e l a t e d  w i n t e r  c oncert.  
Approximately 80 members of the 
band will go to Chamberlain on April 
18 for the band festival, and on April 
23 the annual formal spring concert 
is scheduled. 

Boys State, which will meet at
Northern State College, in Aberdeen,
and Girls State, at Dakota Wesleyan,
in Mitchell, are intended to provide
seniors-to-be with a working
knowledge of electoral and legislative
procedures. Delegates will be assigned
to political parties and elected to
various offices. Mock legislatures -
one of the many phases of
government incorporated into the
full schedules - will also be in
session.

These two programs are, according 
to Mr. Gordon Thompson, aimed at 
"the betterment of the American
citizen and a good strong America."

The top four debaters and their coach are shown here with all 21 trophies 
that they won during this debating season including the six trophies the team. 
earned as State runner-up champs. Pictured from left to right ·are: George 
Ledbetter, Kerry Huft, Mr. Dick Johnson, debate coach, Monty Bieber, and 
Jim Hunt. 

School Debate Record Broken 
The Pierre Debate team of Jim failed tci place at the State contest. 

Hunt, George Ledbetter, Kerry Huft The Pierre team, coached by Dick 
and Monty Bieber won second place Johnson, advanced farther than any 
in the state Debate tournament held other Pierre team in the state meet. 
on the campus of Dakota Wesleyan In the A Division of the tournament 
University at Mitchell Monday and the competition was so close that no 
Tuesday, March 17 and 18. The decision by the judges was 
wirrners were a team from Brookings. unanimous. 
This is the fust year that Pierre has 

ever placed in the State 1ournament. 
The four boys were the only team 

of the eight at the tournament who 
emerged from the two preliminary 
rounds with a perfect record, beating 
Madison on a two to one decision 
and Brookings by the same margin. 
They were automatically awarded the 
bye in the third round and in the 
fourth round Hunt and Ledbetter 
took the affumative against Sioux 
Falls Lincoln and won the round 2 to 
1. 

Their next debates were both with 
Brookings, again because a team must 
be defeated twice to be eliminated. 
In the fust of these debates, Pierre 
took the Affirmative and lost 4 to 1. 
In tht)' second and final rounu the 
Pierre Debaters took the negative and 
lost 4 to 1. 

Pierre qualified for State 
fournament by defeating Rapid City 
and Lead in the Division Four meet 
held a week earlier. George Ledbetter 
won the Extemp at that meet but 

DAVE JENSEN 

PARTICIPATES 

IN UN TRIP 

David Jensen has been selected to 
travel to New York and Washington, 
D.C., on the third annual "United
Nations Tour" sponsored by the 
United Methodist Youth Fellowship 
leaving Pierre March 20 and returning 
April 4. He will tour New York City 
including a visit to the United 
Nations and a Broadway show. David 
wrote an essay on the United Nations 
as part of the required application. 
United Methodist high s chool 
students from all over the state will 
be going on this church sponsored 
bus tour. 

Tonight teentown is scheduling a 
dance at the city auditorium. The 
Pilgrims from Brookings will play and 
the dance will last from 9:00 to 
12:00. Admission is $2.50 for 
couples. 

The four Girl Stater's applaude as the alternates are announced. From left 
to right: Linda Edzards, Maryann Drenkhahn, Marge Flannery, and Marilee 
Johnson. Not pictured is Esther Piccione, Foreign Exchange student, who will 
also attend. 

Six Area Schools 
Here For Festival 
The two Riggs High choirs have 

been working to prepare for the 
Choir Festival to be held here March 
25. The second of its kind, the
festival includes high school choirs
from Blunt, Harrold, Highmore, Ft.
Pierre, Onida and Pierre.

Several selections will be sung lly 
the entire group, including "Step to 
the Rear", "Consider Yourself", and 
"The Battle Hymn of the Republic." 
Other special numbers will be 
performed by the All-State Choir 
members of the participating schools 

and by a Riggs High folk-singing 
group. 

Guest director for the event will 
be Dr. Joe Noble of Sioux Falls 
College, who will work with the 
choirs on the day of the 25th and 
will conduct them in the concert that 
evening. 

The concert will be held in the 
Riggs High gym at 8:00 p.m.; the 
admission charge will be 75c for 
adults and 50c for students. Tickets 
may be purchased from any choir 
member. 

Play Production Nears 
On April 15th, 16th, and 18th, 

Mary Ann Drenkhahn, under the 
direction of Mr. Ferguson, will go 
stark raving mad.· The reason-she 
plays the lead role. in the all-school 
Spring play, "The Madwoman of 
Chaillot," to be given in the school 
gymnasium. 

The play, by Jean Giraudoux, 
involves a group of promoters in Paris 
plotting to tear up the city to reach 
oil that a prospector believes he has 
discovered. The plot comes to the 
attention of the Madwoman of 
Chaillot, who as her name suggests, is 
peculiar 

The Madwoman claims the world 
is turning into an unhappy place and 
that the prospector is only fostering 
unhappiness through his dishonesty. 
Accordingly, she disposes of all the 
culprits in a very unique fashion. 

Other cast members in the 
production include Hugh Bartels, 
Dave "Fargen, Ken Keys, Bob Fackler, 
C h a r l ey Rowland, Alsace 
LaFrombroise, Tom Krier, Cindy 
Ball, Betty Deyo, Arnie Hemickson,_ 
Laura Karim, Charles · Bies, Paul 
Wagner, Roger Curtis, Dave Sommer, 
Bob Dunwoody, Rich Wold, Ear1 
Qst�.kamp, Shelly Marone, Cindy 
La.Jsen, Marilee Johnson, and Bob 
Martin. 

In addition to the cast, there is 
much work done on the part of stage 
hands, set constructors, make-up 
men, light and sound men, and 
student directors. 

The Drama department would 
appreciate your support in their 
ventures so try to see this thrice in a 
lifetime event at any of its three 
showings. 

With the performance time of the Spring play drawing close the cast is 
busily rehearsing daily. Here is a rehearsal scene with Cindy Larsen, Shelly 
ll{[arone, Tom Krier, and Maryann Drenkhahn. 

DTh��.!Ll�!eJ�&1tate Competition 
will host the State Leadership Fjelstad will chaperone the group. 
Conference of Deca on March 23, 24, Those participating in ad lay•<mt 
and 25. Fifteen seniors who are are: Pat Hughes, John �haler and 
active in Deca activities will be � Deyo. Contestants m wm�ow 
entered in various contests during the display . are Pat. Hughes, Lmda
conference. Kannegi.e�r, and Susan _Schultz. 

Local contestants will be entered E!1tered m �e demonstra�on ·are: 
in the following seven categories: ad Lmda �nnegieter, Jud_ Hin_s, and 
lay-out, window display, sales !erry. Hill. Those gomg m job 
demonstration, job interview, mterv1e'"'. are: Dee �ceai:roll an_d 
Student of the Year, public speaking, Karen_ Smger. Competing m public 
and state DECA sweetheart. First, sp�aking are: Bob Slocum, Damon 
second and third places will be Milner, . and . Dav� Buchholz.
awarded, with the fust place winners Representing Pierr� � th� DECA 
going into national competition in Sweetheart Contest 1s Dma Singleton. 
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Angle Tops Ranking 
After four games c,f the Girls 1 he seas�n is not over but regular

Intramural season there is one team games aren t scheduled because of 
still undefeated. Roxi Angle's tall, conflicts in the gym on Wednesday 
hot shooting team proved its strength nights. 
and power after close victories over Finals for all games are as follows: 
the teams of Linda Hemminger and Angle 16 vs. Hemminger 14 
Bonnie Sivage. Angle's team, Julie Angle 16 vs. Davis 4 
Gilkerson, Sue Schmidt, Linda Angle 15 vs. Warne 2 
Kannegieter, Sue Stevens, Becky Angle 16 vs. Sivage 14 
Bersagel, Karla Hedman, Carol Warne 15 vs. Ihli 16 Iverson, and Louise Pottratz, averages Davis 16 vs. Riis 12 
16 points a game and is hoping for an Hemminger 18 vs. Ihli 16 
undefeated season. Bonnie Sivage is Sivage 16 vs. Davis 9 
the leading scorer with 8. 75 points Sivage 18 vs. McDonald 13 
per game followed by Roxi Angle Warne 14 vs. McDonald 8 
with 6.75, Julie Gilkerson with 6.5 Hemminger 16 vs. Sivage 14 
and Sharon Morris with 6.25. Ihli 10 vs. McDonald 8 

Stationary guards may not shoot Warne 14 vs. Riis 10 
except on free throws so many Davis 13 vs. Ihli 10 
players help their team out by pulling Hemminger 17 vs. Riis 5 
down rebounds. 

Students Voice Protests 
DEAR EDITOR: 

It seems to me that things are 
drastically wrong when a teacher 
punishes a group of students who 
aren't out for a certain 
extracurricular activity. 

One day last week, our 
indiscriminating gym teacher called 
all the track members out to the 
center of the floor. They played 
basketball while we trudged off to 
run the stairs for the remainder of 
the period, about 20 minutes. He had 
these parting words for us, "Since 
these guys go out and work at 3:00 
every afternoon, we'll let you run a 

while and get in shape." 
I also work ey�ry afternoon. The 

only major difference is that I am 
paid with money instead of laurels. 
Several track men have told me that 

they agree with him. They say they 
deserve the rest. May I ask them who 
it is who chooses to go out for track? 
They knew it would mean extra 

work. I am a member of German club 
but I get the same assignments as all 
the others. 

I don't mind the workouts since 
that goes along with gym, but since I 
wasn't goofing around, I can't 
tolerate it nearly as easily as if the 
others were running with me. 

I'll admit that our gym teacher is 
running the class, but it does seem he 
could be a bit more indiscriminate 
about it. Wouldn't "Since you track 
guys are in shape why don't you run 
and let these other softies do 
something easy like play basketball," 
have been equally fair? 

DEAR EDITOR: 

Very Sincerely, 
Dan Driscoll 

Something has been bothering me 

- what if everyone brought one? Of
course it just happened that the
whole student body brought their
tom-toms.

The teachers are here to teach us 
and the students are here to learn. 
Why does it matter what we look like 
as long as we are clean and don't 
cause a disturbance? I think some 
teachers get the biggest kick out of 
telling someone to tuck in his shirt 
tail or get his · hair cut. When will a 
person be able to go to school and 
enjoy learning? When will we be able 
to have a little school spirit and not 
get yelled at for it? When? When? 
When? 

Bob Vance 
DEAR EDITOR 

Our study hall is quite large and is 
frequently rather well-filled with 
students. Announcements generally 
come over the intercom at the 
beginning., or end of a period, times 
when the study hall is the most 

noisey. 
I sit at the end of the study hall 

nearest the kitchen second period, 
anti I have not yet this year been able 
to understand what was being said on_ 
the intercom. The room is generally 
noisy when the announcements are 
being made, and all I ever hear is an 
unintelligible murmur. 

Why has it never been suggested 
that another speaker be placed at the 
other end of the study hall? I'm sure 
the cost would not be very high, and 
another speaker would be a definite 
advantage to those who are unable t9 
hear the existing speaker. This idea I 
know meets with the approval of 
many students. 

Monty Bieber 

for a long time. How do you please Laurel Hieb is the local candidate everyone? 
for the office of State vice-president In this school if you go out for of projects for the Future athletics your hair has to be cut Homemakers of America. Mrs. Sarvis, down to one or two inches. So you chapter mother Mrs. Jensen and get your hair cut. Then they say it's Mrs. Iverson, advisors, and 15 girls too short and then your friends say will journey to Tulare Saturday, "What did you get it cut for, it looks March 22, for the Region Seven FHA awful'" meeting. Then you go to a basketball game Melinda Smith is the voting with a little school spirit and take a delegate from Riggs. Peggy Rose willdrum along, so they boot you out be part of the program. 

and say you can't have that in there _______________ _

Anarchists Anonymous 
Yesterday the students of Riggs came to school expecting to go through 

another unexciting day. Instead we discovered a mimeographed radical article 
planted in our lockers. The letter advocated complete reform of the present 

school system and criticized many of the faculty strenuously. Although 
written by a college professor, the names of the faculty were inserted. 

This editor is happy to see this unknown student take a public stand, radical 
though it may be. I think that it is the right of any student to let his fellow 
students and the administration know how he feels about an issue, but, if an 
opinion is worth being considered certainly that student should identify 
himself. He needs to stand up and lead the reform he advocates. 
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Today Kim Kurvink, Randy Schumacker, Marsha Herther and Kathy Sigle 

left for Sturgis to participate in the Annual A II-State Band concert. This year 

Dr. Gene Braught from the University of Oklahoma at Norman will conduct 

the J 70 members of the band in their concert Saturday night. The members 

do not have a chance to practice the selections they are to play before they 

arrive at the high school Friday. 

Fuzz Fagged 

As the snow melts you will 
probably hear the squeal of tires and 
the roar of engines with their headers 
open. 

Spring is a sign of many things -
love, mud, warm weather and also 
drag racing. ' '

A person may see a red and white 
Elcamino, a blue or red '57 Chevy, A 
blue Vette, a green GTO, a red 
Mustang, a yellow or blue Chevelle, a 
green Road Runner, a blue Swinger, 
and a lot of others heading out to the 
two-lane on a sunny evening. 

Then one might see a maroon 
Javelin going the same way and 
wonder why. 

Yes, of all the things that come in 
spring, drag racing is the most fun 
and makes the most noise. It also 
bothers the fuzz to no end. 

Commercialism Kills True Meaning 
As I watch the snowfall outside $25.94, at Sack Religious, Inc.) 

the window, I find it hard to believe While this alone is sufficient 
that we are but two short weeks injustice, it is merely a manifestation 
away from the first vacation in 1969. of that afore mentioned willingness 
Time seems to have gone more to accept the gift, but ignore the 
quickly than many of us expected it giver. Too many "non-believers" 
to, and little time has been left for 
reflection. 

We need to look ahead to what 
awaits us. We breathe a little more 
freely, knowing that we have safely 
passed another difficult time, and we 
look forward to Easter, with al l  its 
bunnies, eggs, and leisure time. 

It looks like this Easter, like other 
Easters and Christmases and 
Independence Day before it, will be 
conducted in a commercial sense, 
while we totally, or at least as much 
as possible, ignore the cause of the 
celebration in order to enjoy its 
effects. We behold in shopfronts a 
caloric multitude of chocolates and 
sugared tidbits, but not often do we 
see a cross or any other reminder that 
Easter was a religious holiday once, 
and whether we admit it or not, it 
still is. (If a crucifix is displayed, it 

usually swings above a sign which 

reads "Buy genuine, die-cast, 
14-karat silver plated crosses, only

Ball Starts Rolling 
Prom time is drawing near and the Junior Class is working furiously to put 

together an especially nice affair. If this year's prom follows the tradition of 
past proms, and this editor sees no reason for change, most of the Juniors will 
work hard, only to be disappointed by the few people who show up on the 
momentous evening. It is the opinion of this editor that if the Junior Class is 
going to put that much work into a dance and spend that much money, 
something should be done to get all the juniors and seniors to attend. One of 
the problems of the prom is the false assumption that a dinner jacket is 
essential and that other expensive luxuries are mandatory. Not many guys 
want to shell out the money for this extra expense, so they will not go or take 
anyone to the prom. Because of this problem and others this editor would 
encourage the Juniors to publish and distribute literature informing everyone 
about the rules of prom etiquette and listing the essential expenses as well as 
the other possible luxuries such as a dinner jacket. If the Juniors will do this, 
they will encourage better attendance and their work will not have been done 
for just a few. Then the seniors will be able to say it was a good prom. 

Gary Snow 

Prom Theme Held Secret 
Each year the junior class keeps 

the prom theme a deep, dark secret. 
They even think up elaborate tales to 
tell if they happen to break under 
torture. The only exceptions to the 
sacred rule of secrecy are the waiters 
and waitresses. They are given the 
awesome responsibility of being the 
only people, outside of the junior 
class and its advisors, who know the 
prom theme. Think of it - these 
young sophomores must bear this 
knowledge until May 3rd, under fire 

_fro_m friends, dates and parents. 
In other schools there is no such 

problem. The junior class announces 
the prom theme much as the school 
lunch program announces next 

week's menu - no curiosity or 
excitement, no secrecy or fear of 
"loose lips." Although it would be 
nice to know the theme, its more fun 
this wav. It's more fun to tease the 
juniors · and try to trick the� int.a 
revealing the SECRET. It's more fun 

· to be teased, more fun to speculate
about this year's prom theme or

. reminisce about -l_a�t y�'s prom.
Some changes in Riggs tradition 

may be in the near future. There has 
�been agitation for an open 

prom-open to juniors and seniors 
AND their dates. Until now, in case 
you didn't know, the prom has been 
open only to juniors and seniors of 
Riggs. This has made it exclusive and 
has meant that if you date an 

underclassman, a guy or gal from out 

of town, or a collegian, well, that's 
your tough luck. It also means that 
senior girls also get a few unexpected 
invitations from senior boys who 
want to go but can't go with their 
steady. Either way, everybody will 
not be able to go to the prom. 

Waiters 

To Serve 
The waiters and waitresses for the 

annual Junior-Senior banquet have 
been selected by vote of the Juniors 
from among�t the members of the 
sophomore class. Their duties besides 
serving the banquet include 
entertaining the guests with a dance 
rout ine and helping serve 
refreshments during the prom. 

The waiters· are: Darwin 
Neuhauser, _Dwayne Ice, Bruce 
Norman, Verle Prochaska, Steve 
Peep, Dave Schiefelbein, Dave 
Fargen, Dean Borth, Scott 'Fishei:, . 
Kirby Hedman, and Doug Beemer. 
The Head Waiter is Kirby Hedman. 
The Waitresses are: Misti Snow, Judy 
Sonnenschein, Judy Wegner, Sheri 
Abbott, Mary Porter, Becky Berguin, 
Lori Schultz, Karla Hedman, Pam 
Barth, Robin Albertus, and Debra 

Stoeser. The Head Waitress is Pam 
Barth. 

comfort themselves with therr 
satisfying convicition that we take a 
holiday because the composition of 
man needs a holiday on the first 
Sunday after the first ffill moon after 
the vernal equinox, which to the 
"believers" is called Easter. Somehow 
I find it hard to believe that a being 
which lacks even a fundamental sense 
of direction could instinctively need 
a break right around late March or 
early April. (I know many who 
needed a vacation as early as the 
middle of January.) 

No, there must be more to Easter 
than a rule declaring that workers 
shall have a day or two off. The least 
we can do - the very least - is to 
consider the remote possibility that 
Easter might really have begun once 
on a hill, where a Man was hanging 
from some timber with nails in His 
limbs. If you can't find it within you 
to believe in what He was, at least 

consider that you owe your existence 
to what He did. 

Rhyme 
A
N 
D 

Meter 
A REBEL I AM

You think that I am a good man; 
But you couldn't be more wrong, 
'Cause if you tum around, then 

look back, you'll find I'm gone. 
There's never been a person who 

could make me change my 
ways, 

For a rebel I am and a rebel is how 
I will stay. 

Now you say that it's not right 
To carry on this way in life, 
But you've got your own life, and 

I've got mine. 
And nobody has ever- found a way 

to bring or chain me down, 
For a rebel I am and a rebel is how 

I will stay. 

There is unrest inside of me now, 
I don't know who I am, 
But I'll find out if I have to 

wander a hundred years. 
If I don't find out in my lifetime, I 

don't really give a damn, 
For a rebel I am and a rebel is how 

I will stay. 

When the time comes that I'm 
leaving, 

That time is coming soon, 
If on your lips is a sweet word and 

not a curse, 
You'll be the first one who has 

loved me on this living earth, 
For a rebel I am and a rebel is how 

I will stay. 
By Lee Rowland 

Next Month 

March 
21-22
24-25

25 
25 

April 
2 

3 

4-8
12
13
15
15-16-18
18
23

In Riggs 

All-State Band, Sturgis 
DECA - State Leadership 
Conference, Aberdeen 
End of Third Quarter 
Choir Festival 

Senior High Talent Show 
Track - Redfield, Here 
Easter Vacation 
Track - Mitchell 
Band Concert, 2: 30 p.m. 
Track - Huron 
Spring play 
Legion Relays, Here 
Senior High Music 
Concert 






