


PAGE 2 RIGGS HIGH GOVERNOR 

Brains Battles Computer 
The part kids dislike the most 

about going back to school is not the 
return to homework. Not this year! 
The most detestable aspect of the 
annual back-to-school ritual is the 
miserable headache of computer 
scheduling. 

I found this out when I talked to 
my friend Herbert Q. Brains during 
registration. Herbert was standing in 
a corner looking at his schedule and 
quietly weeping. I walked over to 
him. 

"Herbert, old pal," I said, "cheer 
up. School's not all that bad. Don't 
l e t  the thought of school work 
bother you." 

Oh,  i t 's not the homework," 
Brains sobbed. "I just love doing 
homework - it's my hobby - you 
know that, Jass." 

"Well, then, what's bothering you, 
if it's not the homework?' 

"Computer scheduling," he 
blurted, honking his nose. 

"Computer scheduling??" 
"Yes. (sniff) They've messed up 

my whole schedule so many times it's 
not even the same schedule I started 
out with." 

them for first and second periods 
only and they can't change it because 
the computer said they had to be 
during the first two periods." 

"Gee, that's too bad," I replied 
sympathetically. 

"That's not all," he sighed. "I was 
signed up for English Literature, so 
on my schedule it said 'English 
Literature, 4th period, room I 02.' So 
I went down to room I 02 fourth 
period ,ind you know what class it 
was? Sophomore speech! I was so 
embarrassed I tripped over the 
doorstop and dropped my dictionary 
in the wastebasket!" 

H e  b u r i e d  his  face in i s  
handkerchief and wailed despairingly. 

"What else happened, Herbert?" 
He lifted his face and rubbed his 

swollen eyes. "I signed for trig last 
spring. The computer scheduled it for 
the right period and classroom, but 
had me down for trig first semester 
and economics second semester'" 

I shook my head commiseratingly. 
"I had fifth hour free," he .w�t 

o n ,  "a c c o r d i n g  t o  m y  
schedule .... Do you have a kleenex? 
Thank you .... But my name was on 

"W h y ,  
Herbert?" 

w h at went  wrong, the list for a fifth-hour class. Friday I 

"To begin with, 
band." 

went up to McCarthy's during fifth 
I had to drop period. Monday I got called to the 

"Drop band! Why?" 
"There was a conflict between 

biology, band, and physics for the 
first two periods. It was one or the 
other." 

"Why couldn't you take physics 
or biology third period?" 

"They're not offered then," he 
blubbered. "The computer scheduled 

office for skipping German!" 
"Now that f ifth period i s  

straightened out, I have fifth and 
seventh hour free. But I have a class 
for six th period. So if I go home fifth 
period, I have to come back an hour 
later just for one class!" He threw his 
hands up in the air. "What can I do? 
I'm outnumbered! It's me versus the 
computers' I can't possibly win! It's 

flesh and blood against steel!" 
"Herbert, calm down. If you think 

it's bad now, you've got problems! 
It's worse elsewhere!" 

"W o r s e ?" h e  e c h o e d  
disbelievingly. "Where?" 

"Just wait till next year. That's 
when we'll be going to college!" 

A look of utter horror crept into 
his face. His eyes opened wide, his 
skin turned purple and his mouth 
slowly dropped. Then, with a trail of 
white smoke, Herbert Q. Brains ran 
screaming down the hall. 

Being A Soph 
Is ...... . 

.A new experience 
... Unfair 
... Ten years of kindergarten training 
. .. Worse than being a freshman 
... Best so far 
... Yuck 
.. .Interesting 

.Being a "sevie" all over again 
... A thrill worth waiting for 
.. .The end for me 
... Ridiculus 
.. . Well, only three years left 
... Away from Kiddy City 
.. .The "in" thing like "N owsville" 

.. No comment 

.. Being a mouse in a houseful of 
cats 

.Weird 
.. Worthless 

It took a lot of hard work, time, and cooperation to gain the judges' 
decision of "Best of Parade". Besides the watering can, the weather helped to 
water down the Arrows. (Photo by Ken Fry) 

Majority of Students Oppose 
New Football Stadium Seating o,i:-:::i,:�:�-,;:�M"';��:;:;;,;•· '"' =• m,ded � • .,,,, .,,,,, 

The results of a survey about the fifty percent were not satisfied with well, like when the team members get parade Displays new seating arrangement_ for high : the present arrangement. mad, a little foul language is used" school students at _Holhster field The survey also asked for other One s tudent having a strong show that the maJonty of students comments. The students had these opinion against the seating had this Floats and Bands do not hke the change. Begmnmg remarks: to say: "since high school football is with the first home football game, "We can run around more" part of the extra-curricular activities, h igh  school students have been "The band is too close, and they it seems to me that high school 
required to sit on the old bleachers blow out our ears" students should receive priority in 
on the south side_ of the field so they 'Too many slivers" seating, rather than be excluded from could be near theu team. "Can't see  the field when choosing their own seats. I fully The survey took a cross section of something big happens because the understand the need or necessity forsophomore,  junior  and senior team members all stand up." facilitating adults and older parents, students and found that more than "Students can hear the players too however, we far too often forget that

Handbook Discourages 
Questioning of Youth 

"Refuse to be influenced by the rebellious attitude of others." 
What is the source of that quotation? Communist party directives to 

workers in Czechoslovakia? George Wallace addressing the negroes ? Perhaps 
even King George addressing the American colonists? 

No, that quotation comes directly from the Riggs High'8tudent Handbook 
for ti 971- 72. Notice that it doesn't say "listen to the rebellious to see if they 
have a good cause". In fact, it sounds like Big Brother's commands to his 
subjects in Oceania in "J 984". We think statements like that symbolize what 
is keeping our school from progressing. 

If we read on in our handbook, we are told that "Association with 
successful students helps bring success; association with discontented students 
will add to your discontent." We first wonder what a "successful" student is. 
We have been led to believe that he or she belongs to all of the socially 
accepted extra-curricular activities, swallows enough of the teachers lectures to 
get good grades, and of course never violates any school rules. The fact that 
such a student seldom learns to think, and knows no other course than 
absolute conformity seems of minor consequence. 

But some of us value these ski/ls. 
We must consider the good of being "discontented". Eric Hoffer, in "The 

True Believer" tells us that contented people usually set their faces against 
change. But, believe it or not, our school, like every other institution ever 
known to man, needs change. Nothing can survive without change, and yet our 
handbook tells us to avoid those who advocate it. 

Perhaps our society wouldn't be in such bad shape today if schools across 
the country had encouraged students to think, to reason, and to question 
established values and traditions. There are too many "successful" people 
running around the world today. 
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e x t ra-curricular activit ies  are 
intended for the benefit of both the 
players and the high school viewing 
audience." 

The staff also had remarks from 
the students who like the present 
arrangement, 'The coaches wanted it 
that way," and "The team likes it." 

Current Flicks 

Provide Good 

Entertainment 

A movie showing at the State 
theatre tonight and tomorrow night 
which shouldn't be missed is "Evil 
Knievel", starring George Hamilton 
in a rare outstanding performance as 
a motorcycle stuntman. Hamilton 
emerges as an exciting character 
during the course of the movie. 

The film opens with Knievel doing 
a risky jump over nineteen cars with 
his motorcycle. The film continues 
with flashbacks of his life, from his 
boyhood in Montana to his first 
professional performance in a rodeo. 
He had encounters with the law and 
considers h is lifelong dream of 
jumping over the Grand Canyon. 

A thrilling scene is when Kneival 
enters the college sorority house of 
his high school sweetheart (on his 
motorcycle) and kidnaps her for 
elopment. 

These elements combine to form a 
unique and entertaining picture for 
teenagers and adults. 

On the other hand, for those who 
prefer rats to motorcycles, there is 
"Willard" at the Studio l 09. Willard 
is a teenager who is pestered by his 
mother and bossed by his boss. He 
trains his pet rats to attack his 
enemies. 

The excellent trained rats give 
performances comparable to those of 
the human actors, including Bruce 
Davidson, who starred in "The 
Strawberry Statement", in the title 
role. The picture should keep you in 
your seats and is definitely not for 
squeamish little girls. 

Philip May 

The battle against time was over at 
1 :30 Friday afternoon as the 1971 
Homecoming parade started down 
Capitol avenue. 

"Water Down Arrows" was the 
theme of the best-of-parade float. 
Winning spirit-of-the-day was "Arrow 
Dynamics" and "Bug the Arrows" 
won the most-original prize. 

The best-of-parade float was a 
la rge, yellow sprinkling can. Mr. 
Olinger,  M r .  Schumacher, Miss 
Pickering and Mrs. Bruhn were the 
advisors for this winner. 

A big, silver airplane was on the 
"Arrow Dynamics" float. Mr. Miller 
and Mr. Thomas watched over the 
social studies workers as they worked 
against time to get their prize winner 
done in time for the parade. 

"Bug the Arrows" was a cute, 
l i t t le bug with soine Watertown 
Arrnws walking in front of it, 
receiving an occasional lick from the 
tongue of the bug. Cracking the whip 
at the working spot of this float was 
Mrs. Thompson. 

The floats which did not win but 
were equally as exciting to watch in 
the parade were "Make 'Em Quiver", 
"Keep 'Em Underarm", "Send 'Em 
Home Defeated", "Bury 'Em Govs", 
"Burn 'Em Down", "Drop The 'G' 
Bomb", "Toad You We'd Lick 'E'.m" 
and "Please Squeeze the Airo·ws". 

Along with the floats were four 
bands, and several clubs. 

With the week of work and the 
parade over, everyone pitched in and 
had the floats disman tied in less than 
a half hour. 

Meller Dra:m.:m.er 

Features Peanuts 
Peanuts will al ways have a special 

meaning to Jim Ledbetter after his 
summer job in Rockerville, S.D. Jim 
was pianist for the Meller Drammer 
Theatre, a professional summer stock 
theatre, in that Black Hills tourist 
town. And peanuts are what 
melodramatic performing is all 
about! 

The Meller Drammer had three 
different productions this year, but 
each had three standard characters, 
and most "popular" was always the 
villain, the target for the peanut 
throwers. He also felt the anger of 
the audience when they "booed" and 
hissed". 

The other two main characters 
were,  of course, the hero and 
heroine. There was usually a "vamp", 
that well-endowed femme·fatale who 
invariable spent most of her time on 
stage winking at the men in the 
audience. The plots were long on 
action and humor, and short on logic. 
But certain ingredients made the 
prod uclions entertaining: (J) the 
inevitable mortgage which the villain 
tried to finagle from the heroine and 
her poor but proud mother, and (2) 
numerous en trnaces and exits of the 
characters, so the audience could 
cheer, sigh in sympathy, and, of 
course, throw peanuts. 

Jim's duties, considered to be the 
most important in the cast, began 
with a 20-minute overture of ragtime 

and Gay Nineties music on the 
honky-tonk piano. Quring the olay, 
he played theme music whenever · a 
character entered or left the stage, 
with "Hearts and Flowers" for the 
heroine's tearjerking soliliquays, and 
menacing chords when the villain 
carried out his evil schemes. He also 
accompanied and soloed in the 
vaudeville acts between acts, played 
d u r i n g  i n t e r m i s s i o n s ,  a n d  
accompanied the chorus of "After 
the Ball" during the curtain calls. 

J im discovered that life in a 
summer theatre is unique. The actors 
were all nocturnal creatures, who 
worked at night, then rested and 
rehearsed all day. Because of the 
Meller Drammer's membership in the 
Black Hills, Badlands and Lakes 
Association, all cast members were 
given free admission to almost every 
tourist attraction in the Black Hills, 
and these tours made the summer 
interesting. Another unusual aspect 
of the work was the variety of people 
from all over the world that Jim met 
on the streets of Rockerville or when 
they came to the show. The cast 
m embers lived together in a 
dilapitated camp in the mountains, 
which was usually the scene of much 
merriment after the· show. 

Jim hopes to continue his career 
in theatre music by working at a 
summer theatre elsewhere in the 
country next season. 
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Seven Teachers 
Join PHS F acuity 

Seven new teachers have joined
the Riggs High faculty this year. The
m u s i c  d e p a r t m e n t  has  new
leadersh ip, with Miss Ann Hess
directing vocal music and Mr. Gerald 
Cutshaw in charge of instrumental 
music. Mr. Tom Ball is teaching social
studies, and Mrs. Ann Thompson 
teaches English. Mr. John Olinger has 
jo i n e d  t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  Arts
Department. In addition, Mr. Jay 
Mickelson teaches Latin in the junior 
and sen1or high schools, and Mrs. 
Joyce Baldwin is part-time typing 
instructor. 

The goal of Miss Margaret Hess is 
to get everyone really involved in 
mu sic.  She teaches vocal music, 
which includes A Capella choir, girls' 
glee club, six small ensembles, and 
private vocal lessons. She feels all her 
students are individuals, with their 
own problems, and should be treated 
as individuals. To "try" is what she is 
teaching her students. 

Miss Hess enjoys swimming and
both water and snow skiing. She 
remarked, "Pierre is absolutely
beautiful and the people here should 
appreciate it more because they are 
I ucky to live in such wonderful 
surroundings". Note: Miss Hess says
she is single. 

Mr. Cutshaw likes Pierre and feels 
that the Pierre people, especially the 
Riggs f aculty i s  friendly and 
cooperative, the students have shown 
a desire to learn to play well. 

Mr. Cutshaw has three teaching 
goals which he will be striving for
while guiding the band members to
higher levels of harmony. These
i n c l u d e: a s tronger musical
foundation, the basic fundamentals
o f  e a c h  i n s t rument,  greater
appreciation of music to carry 
through their lives. He also expects 
students to have good attitudes, 
truthfulness, and a desire to work. 

Mr.  Thomas Ball expects his 
students to be fair and honest. But 
most of all, he wants his pupils to
work and learn for themselves, to 
think, question, and consider below
the surface of matters. 

Mr. Ball, who teaches in the social
studies depar tment, hails from 
Austin, Minnesota, and is a graduate
of South Dakota State University. He
t e a c h e s  S t a t e  C o nstitution,
Introduction to Sociology, Recent
A m e r i c a n  F o r e i g n  P o licies ,
In tern a t ional  Relations, Political
Parties and Political Ideologies. 
- Mr. Ball and his wife Jane have an 

eight month old son, Jon. Mr. Ball is

assistant football and track coach; he
also coaches gymnastics. When asked
why he chose tea ching as his 
profession, he replied, "I want to
make students better aware of
subject matter, and I love coaching." 
In his spare time he jogs, fishes, or 
watches pro football (his favorite
team is the Vikings). 

Mrs. Ann Thompson expects a 
great deal from her students. She 
doesn't feel that her students have 
been prodded to tl1eir greatest 
abilities nor have they realized their 
potential. 

Mrs. Thompson, English teacher, 
taught at the Pierre Indian School 
last year. She recieved her B.S. from 
the University of South Dakota, and 
she earned master's degrees at both
Northern Arizona University and
USD. Mrs. Thompson is a former
Miss South Dakota. Her husband
Charles, is an attorney with the Ia; 
firm of May, Porter, and Adams. 

Mrs. Thompson teaches Basic and 
Advanced Composition, Mythology� 
Short Story, Research and Writing 
Laboratory.

She finds the teachers very
friendly, and hopes to get to know
the students better. She is learning to
be a pilot, and enjoys snow skiing.
She also collects music boxes. She is
interested in theatre, and directed the 
Pierre Players summer production, 
"Barefoot in the Park". 

Mrs .  Thompson decided to 
become a teacher because it is one of 
the most difficult professions and she 
finds it a challenge to find new ways 
of making her classes exciting.

Because Mr. John Olinger wants 
his students to see how the training 
he is giving them will apply in their
adult lives, he is planning field trips
for some of his classes. Mr. Olinger
teaches welding, mechanical drawing,
and metal crafts in the Industrial Arts
Department. He is a native of Mobile,
Iowa, and· is a 1971 graduate of
Southern State College. 

Mrs. Balvin, who teaches two 
classes of typing at Riggs, expects her 
students to learn good typing, good
manners, and a good attitude towards
the school. Mrs. Balvin graduated in 
1960 from Huron College. She lived 
in Sioux Falls for a while and 
·substitute taught there. With her 
family she moved to Pierre three
years ago and substitute taught for 
Mrs. Spitzer last year. 

AFS student Hedi Fassbender, one of the 50 girls who painted footprints 
on the streets Thursday night, agrees with the Pep Club that the Governors 
should "stomp 'em". (Photo by Bill Thielen) 

"Arrow Dynamics" was chosen the float that exemplified the "Spirit of the 
Day". It was the product of Mr. Miller's and Mr. Thomas' advisory groups. 
(Photo by Ken Fry). 

These junior and senior men have been selected by the Student Council to 

represent Riggs High at the weekly meetings of Kiwanis and Rotary, two 

Pierre civic clubs. (Photo by Charlie Etzkorn) 

In the bottom row, from the left, are juniors: Les Howard, Tane Williams, 
Ray Davis and Dennis Dubois, who will be bringing news from Riggs to Rotary 
meetings. 

In the back row, from the left, are seniors: Jim Newell, Jerry Parkinson, 
Dave Biddle, Bill Kurvink, Terry Ness and Pat Burchill who will be attending 
Kiwanis meetings to report on the important events at Riggs. 

M r .  J a y  M i c k e l s o n, a 
twenty-four-year old bachelor is 
teaching Latin at Riggs and history
and Latin at the Junior High. 

Mr.  Mickelson,  a native of 
Mobridge, student taught at Riggs 
two years ago. He is near completion
of h i s  Master's degree. He is
interested in German as well as Latin 
having been a high school foreig�
exchange student to Germany. His

present plans include a visit ·10· 
Europe next summer. 

When away from the classroom 
Mr.  Mickelson enjoys s inging:
m o u n t a i n  cl imbing,  cooki ng,
horse-back riding and skiing. 

Pep Club 
Paints Town 

OCTOBER 5, 1971

Lunchroom 
Changes 
Annou_nced 

Two revisions have been made in
this year's school lunch program,
according to Mrs. Baumgart, manager
of Riggs High lunch room.

"Milk will be available during tne
last five minutes of each class period
for those students who have milk
tickets. This was decided by the
administration and lunchroom staff 
because of lon_ger school days this 

She also stated that lunch tickets
year. 
are being sold during the noon hour, 
11 :42 a.m. to 1: 12 p.m. this year. In 
previous years they have been sold in 
the morni�g to prevent confu;ion. 
dming the noon .. no·ur. The•time was
changed as it has  not proven
satisfactory because students often
forget to buy tickets in the morning 
and no one was available to sell 
tickets this year. 

Pep! 
That's what the Riggs High Pep

Club displayed during homecoming 
week. They started out Sunday by
getting on grubs, collecting paint
brushes, and coming up with great 
ideas for painting the downtown 
store windows. 

Patt Jassman, Kathy Smith, Jim Newell, and Jim Sahr pa·use in front of the 
First National Bank Vault to discuss money, a subject about which they will 
be learning at the Youth Economic Seminar later this week. (Photo by Pat 
Miller) 

After  resting up from that
adventure, the Pep Club was up at
1 2: 00,  homecoming morning,
pa.mt.mg the streets with big white 
feet that trailed to Hollister Field 
with the idea of "Stomp 'Em." 

The peak of their escapades was
exhibited at the Watertown-Pierre 
g ame b y  cheering the Pierre
Governors onto victory. 

FTA Makes 
Survey 

Twenty five members of FTA 
(Future Teachers of America) have
been conducting an educational 
survey of 130 area businessmen and
residents.

This money making project was
performed for Norman E. Thorson 
who is using the information from
the survey as part of his work for a 
doctorate degree in psychology at
Northern State College, Aberdeen, 
South Dakota. 

Mr. Thorson has asked educational 
groups in Pierre and various other 
South Dakota cities to assist him 
with the survey of people chosen at
random to sample opinions about the
learning process.

FFA Plans 

Activities 
A shotgun raffle, the National

FFA Convention, the Area Land
Judging Contest ,  and an FFA
meeting highlight the coming events 
for the local FFA chapter. 

On Tuesday, October 5, some 
twenty-five members plan to travel to 
Wessington Springs to participate in 
the Area Land Judging Contest. The
winners in this contest advance to the 
National Land Judging Contest to be
held next spring in Oklahoma City.

Three members and advisor Mr. 
Ve nner will  participate in tlie 
National FFA Convention the week 
of October I 2 in Kansas City. The
delegates  are T erry Ness, Lyle
Stewart, and Terry Beastrom. 

Upon their return, the drawings
for the shotgun raffle will take place
at the monthly meeting of the club.

Four 
Attend 

Seniors To 
Seminar 

Kathy Smith, Patty Jassmann, Jim
Newell and Jimmy Sahr have been 
chosen as delegates to the 10th
annual Young. Adults Economics
Seminar which · will be held in
Mitchell October 6 and 7. The Pierre
National Bank and the First National
Bank will be sponsoring the Riggs 
High students. 

More than 300 students from high
schools in every part of the state will
be attending the conference. The 
purposes of the two day gathering are 
to stimulate the interest of young 
ryeople in building financial security 

and helping them to a better 
understanding of the U.S. banking 
system. The students will hear talks 
by several financial experts and 
participate in workshop discussions
over various a spects of money
handling.

Dr. Jack Early, executive director
of the American Bankers Association 
Washington, D.C. will be,a keynot� 
speaker during the conference. The
speech titled "It's great to be a 
banker", by Richard Wald, North
Western National Bank, Sioux Falls,
will summarize the theme of the 
conference. 

Band Prepares for Game;ls Rained Out
Late sleepers have been aroused 

from their Saturday morning sleep-in 
these past few weeks by sounds of a 
marching band being drilled. But
they probably h ave found the 
a I terna tive alarm clock more
worthwhile to  watch than the 
Saturday morning cartoons. The 
Riggs High marching band practices 
have made good listening too. 

The grueling Saturday morning 
practices have been on the musicians' 
calendars ever since early September 
when Mr. Gerald Cutshaw, the new 
high school band director, first began
the task of whipping the band into
shape. In addition to the weekly 
practices, there have been bi-weekly
two-hour practice sessions which on 
occasion stretched into four hour 
sessions. Individual members have 
been putting in even more time 
through private lessons and individual 
practice sessions. 

All this  toiling has been in 
preparation for various. performances 
this season. All members of the 74 
piece band, led by twirlers Peggy 
Jensen, Doreen Smith and Judy 
Washechek, composed the major 
band attraction in the homecoming 
parade Friday afternoon 

The band prepared an intricate 
marching routine for the halftime of 
the homecoming game Friday night 
but were unable to perform becuase 
of the rain.  Instead, they will 
perform the routine at the next home 
game, on October 15. The routine 
features geometric patterns, a 
120-step kaleidoscope routine, and 

two letter "P"s. They will then join 
the pep club and football fans at the 
traditional en trance.

Mr. Cutshaw is making plans for
future activities for the band. Later 
this month the band, along with the 
three twirlers and the 20-member
drill team, will be traveling to South 
Dakota State University at Brookings 
on October 18 to march in the Hobo 
Day Parade. The band spirit will be 
further bolstered by the Band
Boosters' Organization, a group for
band members' parents which is just
getting underway. The Boosters are
planning, among other things, to 
make pennants and banners for the 
band. 

Speakers 

Develop 

Expression 
There is still time! Join declam

and have fun learning to speak well, 
along with the eighteen other 
students who have already started
work. 

There are four declam categories 
to choose from, humorous dramatic 
poetry, and oratory. ' ' 

Mrs. Thompson and Mr. Dick
Johnson are the new coaches, and
they are anxious to turn out a good
group of speakers.


