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.Drama department recreates love story 
Twenty-eight members of· the 

Riggs High Music and Drama 
department will present Rogers 

. and Hammersteins "Carousel" 
May 2,3 and 5 as this year's spring 
musical. Curtain time is 8 p.m. in 
the high school gym. 

The story revolves around a car
nival barker by the name of Billy 
Bigelow, played by Brad Merkle, 
who runs the carousel. Billy falls in 
love with and eventually marries 
Julie Jordan. Just on the verge of. 
divorce, Julie, played by Lynn Belk, 
informs Billy of his soon-to-be-
arriving child. · 1Short on money, Billy foolishly 
attempts to acquire the income the 
wrong way. Facing prison, he com
mits suicide and ends up in the 
"backyard of heaven". Billy is 
given a chance to redeem himself 
with the opportunity to return to 

STEP RIGHT UP!! .. .  members of 'Carousel' rehearse for opening night. From left Monica 
Hoagland, Kellen Levison, Liz Porter, Jacki Parlin, and Max Benson. (Photo by Todd Berendes) 

earth to do a good deed. 
Others in the lead parts include 

Tara Watson, Sonya Sorenson, 
Carolyn S w an and . Sarah 
Schoessler. Male principals in
clude• Bob Rhine, Ken Coyle, Mike 
Williamson and Eric Wharton. 

In addition to the 28-member 
cast, many other students have 
been contributing long hours to 
the production of the play._ Director 
Bill Henjum selected crew chiefs 
and volunteers that have assisted 
with sets, lights, props, costumes 
and makeu,�,.--

, ;:.. 

"A musical is a labor of _love, 
frustrating, restricting; but at the 
same time rewarding, fulfilling, 
and the time of a life," Mr. Henjum 
said. "Those with deep and secure 
commitment will never regret their 
involvement on whatever level with 
"Carousel". It may be the highlight 
of their high school careers." 

Working in conjunction with Mr. 
Henjum are Paul Upsahl and 
Jackie Ewing, music and band in
structors who selected the pit or
chestra· and help with the musical 
end of the production. 

Staging for the play includes a 
somewhat different set, according 
to Henjum. "We will be performing 
the play in "the round" which 
means the set will be constructed 
in the center of the gym floor and 
will consist of several platforms 
and a hor -drawn c ro I," 
explained. 

Since no musical is scheduled 
for Riggs next year, all persons in
terested are encouraged to attend, 
Herijum noted. 

Tickets may be purchased at the 
door. 

QUILL & SCROLL INITIATES ... included, standing from left: Steve Brinkman, Cass Herrin, Dave Lonbaken, Cindy Klein. Mike Schnelder, 
Marcine Sc!latz, Bruce Kleinsasser, Peggy Ellwein, Jackie Clack, John Mollison, Jean Mist,rek, Karla Gaarder, Su.zi Stein, Deb Adler, Marlin 
Binkley and DeeDee Butt. Seated are Mary Meierhenry, Cindy Cash, Jane Westall, Rise Hawkins, Carol Anderson and Sheila Beouqher. 

Quill and Scroll banquet honors journ_alist 
Through industrious applica- Misterek Academics chief and . 

tions of journalistic talents and Mary Meierhenry assistant; Cindy 
training, 24 juniors and seniors Cash, activities section chief with 
earned membership into Quill and Jackie Clack assistant; DeeDee 
Scrol_l and were initiated at a ban- Butt, sports �hief and Dave Loi;i
quet April 19 at the Elks Club. baken assistant; class section 

The initiates are Governor 'Marlin Binkley chief and Donni 
members Peggy Ellwein and Jane Kuck assistant; student life, Lynn 
Westall, co-editors; Bruce Klein- Belk chief and Carol Anderson 
sasser and Suzi Stein, page assistant; De!2 Adler, organization 
editors; Karla Gaarder, feature chief with assistant Kendel Newl- · 
editor; Cass Herrin and Rise ing. 
Hawkins, sports editors; and John Nained to Mr. Peterson's Gumbo 
Mollison, columnist. · "Super Staff" were Jean Misterek

-1 Gumbo members are Jean ·oeeDee Butt, Mary Meierhenry ana

Cindy Klein. 
Membership in Quill and Scroll 

signifies the· highest type o,f stu
dent journalistic achievement. 
This organization, which is 57 
years old, has over 10,000 chapters 
in the United States. The Riggs 
High Chapter was granted in 1947. 

To qualify, students must be in 
the upper one-third of their class in 
general scholastic standing. They 
must have done superior work in 
some phase of journalism or 
publications work and be recom
mended by the advisor. 

Commencement 
·-will be· May 29-

One hundred and eighty-seven· 
seniors will receive diplomas at 
graduation ceremonies slated for 2 
p.m., Sunday, May 29 at Hollister
Field.,

Dr .. Joseph McFadden, president 
of the University of South Dakota 
will address the class, the smallest 
graduation class in the last eight 
years. 

Senior Class president Mike 
Schneider will also present a short 
address at the commencement. 
Degrees will be presented by Mrs. 
Pat Adams, president of the Board 
of Education. 

During these final moments - for 
the Class of 1983, 26 students will 
be honored for achieving a grade 

· point average of 3.5 to 4.0
cumulative over the past four
years.

Highest  honors  wi l l  . be
presented to 15 s_tudents with a
grade point average_ ranging from
3.75 to 4.00. Three students will

' receive top recognition for a con
tinuing 4.0 grade average.

Graduation week activities will 
begin with the traditional bac-

- :alaureate service at 7:30 p.m.,
Sunday, May 22 in the Rfggs Gym.
The speaker for this event has not
oeen determined yet,

Misterek claims 
USD scholarship 

Jean Misterek, student vice 
mayor and one of Rigg's top senior 
scholars, was recently notified 
that she has been selected for the 
Presidential Alumni scholarship at 
the University of South Daota. 

Jean is the second Riggs stu
dent to earn the coveted scholar
ship this year. Her classmate, Mike 
Schneider, was named a USO 
Presidential Scholar in March. 

Chosen for scholastic ability, 
Jean submitted a research _paper 
titled "Insomnia". 

The scholarship consists of full 
four-year tuition and fees which 
totals $12,500. USO awarded ten 
Presidential scholarships to 
"highly successful academic 
seniors" this year. 

Jean was a first alternate for the 
award and was very surprised 
when someone turned it down. She 
was also shocked by the honor 

- because an administrative official
told her in person of the scholar
ship when she was visiting cam-
pus.

At Riggs, Jean is not only busy
maintaining her 4.0 GPA, but is
also very active in extra curricular
activities. Her partic'ipation in
cludes basketball, National Honor
Society, ·Quill and Scroll, Gumbo,
student council, student of the
month, Girls State, Junior Class
president and German club.

Jean plans on majoring in com
puter science and German. •
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April is Clac�, .Merkle month 
Jackie Clack and Brad Merkle have been chosen April students of the 

month. 
Jackie is a member of the National Honor Society, Gumbo staff, and in

termural volleyball. She has been a drill team member for two years and a 
four year varsity tennis player. 

'' Jackie is a hard worker and a conscientious student. Best of all, she's 
learned to smile!'' said Mrs. DeAntoni. 

Brad is involved in chorus, swing choir, stage band, intermural basket
ball; he is president of the band, and is very active in the drama depart
ment. 

When asked what he felt was an asset in the school, Brad remarked, 
"The faculty of the school is very helpful. They help to form the individual 
and meet their needs.'' 

Hoagland honored best speaker 
Senior debater Monica 

Hoagland won the best speaker 
trophy for the experienced House 
division of the Student Congress, 
held April 9 in Lead. 

The mock legislative event was 
the preliminary event leading up to 
State Student Congress activities 
held April 15-16 in Pierre at the 
Capital. Regular team debate end
ed when the team of Terr

y

Treiberg 
and Pat McKeever tied tor eighth 
place at the State Tournament 
held in Aberdeen. 

Lincoln Douglas debater Deb 
Adler went 5-3 at the state contest. 
"Deb's 5-3 finish in the state Lin
coln Douglas contest was a very 
creditable job for her first year," 
said Coach Ken Larsen. "We had a 

very successful season, and I am 
looking forward to next year's com
petition with a fine group of return
ing debaters, as well as those plan
ning to join debate. 

A first year debater, McKeever 
felt his trip to the state contest 
was a good educational ex
perience. "Whenever you narrow 
down the participants of any com-

petitive event to the top 16 'teams 
in the state, the level of competi
tion is bound to be rugged," he 
commented on the final contest. 

Next year's debate topic is 
"Resolved: That the United States 
should establish uniform rules 
governing the procedure of all 
criminal courts in the nation." 

Carousel is bus tin' out all over 

BEHIND THE CAROUSEL SCENES ... Above left: crew workers Craig Feigum, Eric Whar• 
t?n and Melinda �ynstad. Above right: Brad Merkle, Tara Tessier and Audra Ingle. Top 
right: dancers Michelle Spencer, Kim Steele, Rhonda Smith, Carrie Wegner, Marcine 
Schatz, Julie Todd, Karri Vetos, Monica Hoagland, Jean Jackson, Kellen Levison, Jacki 
Parlin, Deb Suitor. Bottom center: Mary Huckins, Eric; Wharton, Erin Keeler. Bottom right: 
Ken Coyle and Tarra Watson lovin' it up. (Photo by Todd Berendes) 
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NEWS BRIEFS, 
Brown joins Fort Pierre Council 

Riggs instructor Steve Brown 
was elected to the Fort Pierre City 
council during April elections. 
Brown will be the councilman from 
Ward 2. Councilmen will be sworn 
in at the May 2 meeting. 

Birhanzel heads council 

Engl ish instructor  Candy 
Birhanzel was recently elected 
president of the Pierre Area 
Reading Council whic� sponsors 
t_he Young Writers Extravaganza. 

Larsen is re-elected 
English and speech instructor 

Ken Larsen was re-elected to the 
secretary-treasurer post of the 
South Dakota Council of Teachers 
of English at the group's April 
meeting. Other officers were Dr. F. 
John Kinyon, National College of 
Business, president, and Bernie 
Bell, Black Hills State College, 
vice president. 

Larsen, along with his high 
school reachers, Mrs. Birhanzel, 
Mrs. DeAntoni, and Junior -High in

structor Kay Wahl attended 
meetings and workshops at the 
two-day meeting in Rapid City. 

Walker and Flinginger write poetry 

Two Riggs High students will have their poetry displayed in Anaheim, 
California and the National IRA Conference. 

Michaela Walker, junior and Trent Flinginger, senior placed third in the 
YOUNG WRITERS' EXTRAVAGANZA sponsored by the South Dakota 
Council of Reading. The awards were presented April 16 at the state 
meeting. 

WINTER IN SOUTH DAKOTA: ITS EFFECTS ON PEOPLE, was entered by 
Michaela in the 11th grade division. Trent's poetry was entitled.HARVEST 

IN SOUTH DAKOTA a·nd was entered in the 12th grade division. 
Students from Mrs. Birhanzel's Advanced Grammar and Composition 

entered their poetry in the contest. 

Briggs receives Ag scholar 

Lynn Briggs, a Riggs High Senior, recently received the $100 State. 
Agriculture Scholarship. 

Lynn, along with 12 other Riggs students, took the Agriculture test 
on March 21. Cone - Agriculture Service, a division of South Dakota 
Department of Agriculture presented the scholarship to the student 
with the highest score. 

Marvis Hogen, Secretary of Agriculture, and Richard Cone visited 
Riggs to present the award to Lynn. 

Lynn will be attending hlorthern State College in Aberdeen. He will 
be usina the scholarship to further his career in business. 

Parents plan spring fling 

The annual spring fling with 
parents hosting a party for all 
Riggs High School Seniors will 
be held Saturday May 14 from 8 
p.m. to midnight at the Riggs
gym.

The evening will be filled 
with games, entertainment by 

''talented'' parents, good food 
and dancing. "This night pro
mises to be a very special even
ing which is long remembered 
by both_ the parents and 

seniors," said Sheryl Hawkins, 
publicity chairman. 

The party is free to all 
seniors, but parents are asked 
to pay.$15.00 a couple or $7.50 
a solo parent. 

Further information concern
ing the party can be provided 
by the Senior Class officers' 
parents, Monte and Judy 
Schneider, Bob and Virgie Hart
ford, Al and Shirley Helgesen or 
�reg and Karen Schaefer. 




