
- .

· 'Ill•\,

-Tull]l��l1 �--.. 
� .. � • v._ .:.., ��

PUBLISHED ON CAPITOL HILL 

VOL. XXXX NO. 1 RIGGS HIGH SCHOOL, PIERRE, S.D 57501 SEPTEMBER 28, 1982 

PHS Cint_icipates · homecoming 
R i g gs st  u de n ts o p e n e·d 

Homecoming week yesterday with 
an observance of "slob day" on , 
campus and will close events Fri
day with the traditional dance after 
the Govern9rs meet Mitchell on 
the gridiron. 

In honor of homecoming, the 
student council has established 
the following "days'; for the re
mainder of the week: Tuesday, 
"sweat" day; Wednesday, toga 
day; Thursday, dress-up day and 
Friday, green and white day. 

Highlighting the week will be 
coronation set for 7:30 p.m. Thurs
day in Riggs gym. Candidates were 
chosen earlier by a vote of the 
Senior class. Final selection of 
marshal! and queen is made by a 
vote of the full student bo�y. 

Vying for the honor of queen will 
be Peggy Ellwein, Cathy Greene,
Tammy Helgesen and Autumn

BETH SUNDERMEYER 
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Lidel. Candidates for marshal! are 
Karl Adam, Joey Hartford, Troy 
Schaefer, and Mike Schneider. 

Burning of the letters- will be 
held in the parking lot of the prac
tice field following the coronation. 
Pep club members will be engag
ing in "footsies" later in the even
ing. 

A 7:30 a.m. spirit breakfast kicks
off Friday's activities, and the pep
assembly is slated for 1:00 p.m. in
the gym. The big challenge--the'
powder puff game is set for 2:30
p.m. at Hollister Field.

The homecoming game gets
under way at 7:30 at Hollister Field.· 
Highlighting the half-t.ime wrn be 
the presentation of the new royalty 
and a performance by the Emerald 
Regiment. The homecoming dance 
begins at 9:30 p.m. in the gym. 
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LYNN BELK 

Two S'eniors earn merit 
Seniors Lynn Belk and Elizabeth 

Sundermeyer placed in the top half 
of one percent of South .Dakota's 
seniors taking the PSAT/NMSQT
tests to be named semifinalists in 
the National Merit Scholarship pro
gram. 

Lynn and Beth were among over 
one million high_ school students, 
mostly juniors, who entered the 
competit ion b y  taking the· 
PSAT/NMS in 1981. About 90 per
cent of the semifinalists will 
qualify as finalists and ·be eligibJe 
for scholarships. 

Lynn is active in band and
chorus, and is a section editor of
the Gumbo. She will vie for All
State Chorus .membership this
year. She adds to her . busy
schedule by holding down a JOb at
the Holiday Haus. 

Presently Lynn's plans include 
I 

college and a .future in a universit} 
teaching ang research ir. 

· psychology.

-Also a busy member of Riggs
High-, Beth is currently attending 
school in Austria as an AFS stu
dent. She has been active in PHS 
drama, ·chorus, German Club and 
AF-S Club.-

Nearly 15,000 semifinalists from 
across the country will be in com
petition for the 5,000 Merit Scholar
ships to be awarded in the spring 
of 1983.

Each semifinalist must be fully 
endorsed and recommended for 
scholarships by the school prin
cipal, must substantiate the high 
performance on the qualifying test 
with equivalent scores on another 
exam, and supply extracurricular 
and personal data to the judges. 

ANYONE-FOR PIE? ... Sophomores hungerily await their fate as seniors 
Steve Brinkman and Mike Schneider prepare to show their superiority. 

(Photo by Todd Berendes) 

.Eiirollment �rops again 
One student here; one student 

missing there ... This may not mean 

anything to the average person, 
but in the long run it all adds up--or 
down. 

Enrollment ·figures for the 
1982-83 school year have made a 
substantial drop from those 
recorded last year, according to 
Roger Lonbaken, Riggs High Prin
cipal. 

Enrollment has drop·ped from 
649 studerits a. year ago to 614

students this fall, a decline of 
more than five and a half percent. 

The fewer the students there 
are, the fe·wer teachers there- are, 
and the fewer course offerings 
there will eventually be. In the past 
four. years, six teaching positions 
have been eliminated, Lonbaken 
noted. 

There are also advantages to the 
declining enrollments. Stu.dent
teacher ratios now average about 
19 to f This means that overall the 
attention each student receives is 
increased. 

- Pierre is not the only place fac
ing a reduction· in the student 

· population. Statewide lower
enrollments have caused concern
among schools, and even among
towns which fear losing their

schools to consolidation pro
grams. 

It appears that Riggs has had a 
recent history of declining enroll
ment. Seven years ago the count 
boasted 150 more students than it 
does today. 

Offsetting this gradual. decline 
is a surprising increase in the cur
rent kindergarte� enrollment 
which is up almost 100 extra little 
people from previous years. 

Enrollment figures for Riggs 
High students are listed below: 

1981-82 
Female: 104 
Male: 116 
Total: 220 

·1981-82
Female: 98
Male: 104
Total: 202

Seniors-

Juniors-

1982-13 
Female: 88 
Male: 93 
Total: 181 

1982-83 
Female: 119 
Male: 98 
Total: 217 

Sophomore-

1981-82 
Female: 115 
Male: 112 
Total: 227 

Tola"I: 649 

1982-83 
Female: 118 
Male: 98 
Total: 216 

Total: 614 

Plans continue for Fine Arts 
Costs of constructing a new fine 

arts addition to Riggs may be 
higher than originally expected. 

Final costs will be somewhere 
between $1.2 and $1.6 million,

depending upon the seating 
capacity elected for the new facili-· 

· ty. This figure does not include 

other costs such as architectural 
and engineering fees. 

Still on the drawing board, the 
new theater addition is targeted 
for completion in 1984 or 1985, ac
cording to Roger Lonbaken, hlgh 
school principal. 

(Continued on page 3)


















