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Council creates 'Inaugural Ball' theme 
By Paula Paul 

After 38 years of tradition, Riggs 
students will be celebrating the 1986 
homecoming in a new way. 

The traditional Indian theme, which 
has been a part of Riggs High coro­
nations since 1948, has been replac­
ed by an inaugural ball theme. At the 
coronation ceremony Sept. 25, the 
homecoming king and queen will be 
crowned as governor and first lady. 

The customary Indian theme 
brought about much controversy in 
recent years. Everything but the In­
dian outfits was excluded from the 
1985 coronation. Many Riggs 
students disliked the way coronation 
was run last year, and talk of change 
began. 

Todd Johnson and Michelle Ulmen 
included homecoming improvement 
in their campaign promises for se­
cond semester mayor and vice mayor 
of last year. Student council then 
entered the scene as homecoming 
became a main topic of discussion. 

After numerous meetings, council 
members decided upon the inaugural 
ball theme. They ruled that five royal­
ty candidates would be nominated for 
each sex, instead of the four chosen 
in previous years. The winning cou­
ple would be crowned as governor 

Coronation Night Events 

CORONATION CEREMONIES will begin at 7:30 Thursday in the Riggs 
Theatre. Ten seniors will be honored as royalty candidates with a Gover­
nor and First Lady to be announced by the 1985 Queen and Marshal, Car­
rie Venner and David Ellenbecker. 

Performing for the ceremonies will be the Riggs ba�d u�der directi_on
of Brad Berens. Riggs Chorus members under the direction of Louise 
Winter will be singing "When the Going Gets Tough, the Tough Get Go­
ing." 

BURNING OF THE LETTERS will follow coronation, and a CORONA­
TION SOCIAL is scheduled after the burning. 

Homecoming Dress Days 

Homecoming celebration started today with Riggs students dressed as 
slobs according to the Dress Days code established by the Student Coun­
cil. Tuesday has been christened Toga Tuesday/flannel bandanna day. 
Wednesday is opposite sex day where eveyrone is to dress as a member 
of the opposite sex or wear their clothes inside out. Thursday is dress-up 
day and also picture day. Friday is green and white day with everyone 
showing support for the football team. 

Homecoming Day Events 

All students, athletes, teachers and parents are invited to the Pep Club's 
annual SPIRIT BREAKFAST Friday beginning at 7:30 a.m. in the cafeteria. 

The event kicks off Homecoming day, which includes the 1 :15 pep 
assembly followed by KANGAROO COURT and the POWDER PUFF foot­
ball game. 

The HOMECOMING GAME begins at 7 p.m. in Hollister Field. Festivities 
conclude with a dance in the gym following the game. 

Senior is Boys Nation Representative 
By Sharla Cass . "I think that my pride and loyalty Staters. Cass was one of 10 R1g�s 

in my country grew a lot at Boys Na- Boys Staters. Others were Chris 
tion as I began to understand what Shaw, who won Secretary of State; 
this country stands for as I saw the Ward Judson; St�art Stofferahn, 
graves at Arlington Cemetery of M�y�r of San Francisco, PUC Com-
thousands of people who died for my �1ss1oner and alternate to Boys Na-
country," said senior Loren Cass as t1on; Monte Schaefer, Mayor_ of 
he discussed his trip to the nation's H?nolu�u; D�ug Potter,_ Journalism 
capital as a representative to Boys City; Rich B1rhanzel, winner of t�e 
Nation. Chandler L. Beach Memorial 

"This experience is something that HONORS ... Loren Cass and Stuart Stof- Scho�8:rship (boy who best ex-
I wish everyone would have a chance ferahn, Boys Nation represenative and alter- empl!f1es th� purpose of the 
to have because in order to unders- nate. (Photo by Doug Potter) American Legion Boys State); Rob-
tand what America is all about, you "Boys Nation was really exciting, bie Miller; Dan Lerew; :rodd Peter-
have to actually become part of the and I learned a lot about politics and son, Mayor of San ('ntomo. Cass was 
process.'' the Federal Government through the elected state auditor and Mayor of 

Cass is one of only five young men speakers," Cass said, noting that Dallas. 
in the history of Riggs High to receive Boys Nation reps received "red 

En ro 11 men' t d raps this honor, and although he con- carpet treatment." They were even 
sidered Boys State a "good ex- greeted by the Navy band. 
perience" where he learned a lot, The only things he didn't like were 
Boys Nation was even better. getting up at 6:00 A.M. by someone 

At Boys Nation Cass had the op- playing revelry on a trombone in front 
portunity to meet the President, First of his door and having to be dressed 
Lady Nancy Reagan and the family up all of the time. 
dog at a personal audience in the "It was hard work, and we had no 
Rose Garden. He also met Repre- free time, but it was a great honor to 
sentative Daschle and Senator meet important people and have 
Pressler, saw the war memorial, and them say they were pleased to meet 
placed a wreath on the tomb of the us!" The most outstanding event was 
Unknown Soldier, talked with an meeting President Reagan. 
astronaut and the Chief Foreign In addition to Cass' achievements 
Policy Maker and saw the naval at Boys State and Nation, Pierre was 
academy. well represented by its other Boys 

INSIDE: 

by Doug Potter 
Enrollment at Riggs is down slightly 

from 585 students last year to 567 this 
year, according to statistics released 
by the administration. 

The Sophomore Class shows the 
biggest drop, down 35 from last year's 
total. This year's Senior Class is one 
of the smallest in recent history with 
only 157 students. 

Upcoming classes have a slightly 
higher figure of about 200 students. 
The junior class has the only gain, up 
31 students to a total of 208.

and first lady and be presented with 
banners. A social was also planned 
for after the burning of the letters. 

The council, after working out the 
details, polled students on whether or 
not coronation and homecoming 
would be improved by change and if 
the inaugural ball theme would be a 
good idea. Survey results showed 
that about 80 percent of the students 
polled wanted change. 

"I think the new inaugural theme 
is a lot more appropriate for Riggs 
than the old Indian theme," said 
junior Tracy Deis. 

Next, the student council ap­
pointed a committee of students to 
present the plan to the Pierre School 
Board at the June meeting. The 
school board gave full approval to all 
changes. 

An additional change will include 
moving the homecoming dance from 
Friday to Saturday night. 

"It's a good idea because by the 
time the football· players got to the 
dance when it was held on Friday, it 
was almost time to go home," said 
senior Todd Peterson. 

A girls basketball game kept the 
changes from being instigated this 
year. Hopefully the sports schedule 
will be cleared so the switch can be 
made next year. 

Events Calendar 

September 25 
Homecoming Coronation -

7:30 Theatre 
Picture day - Riggs 

September 26 
Homecoming 
Varsity football with Mitchell 

- 7:00 home
Dance - after game 

October 3 
Pierre Concert Series 
Start Junior Class Magazine 

Drive 
October 6-11 

Missoula Children's Theatre 
- Johnny Appleseed

October 6 
Post High Planning Day -

Riggs 1 p.m. 
October 9-10 

Junior and Senior High Con­
ferences 

October 13 
State Press Convention -

SDSU 
October 16 

Junior High Fall Concert -
7:30 Theatre 

October 17-19 
Up With People - Theatre 

October 28 
Fall Sing - 7:30 Theatre 

October 30 
Fall Sing - 7:30 Theatre 

Debate rages over new 
training rules - P. 2 

AFS Students 

Governor - First Lady

Candidates

Meet the new teachers 
P. 6

P. 4�5

,. 
" ' 
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by Paula Paul and DeeAnn Gahl 

Who will be crowned as th,e New 
Governor and First Lady at the cor­
onation ceremony Thursday Night? 

The following is a close-up look at 
the ten candidates nominated for 
homecoming royalty by the Senior 
Class. 
aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa11 

LeAnn Holmes: Cheerleading, 
track, NHS, Girls' State, Pep Club, 
secretary for Letterwinner's Club, 
FCA, and intramural volleyball keep 
LeAnn busy. 

"I think Riggs is a great-sized 
school - it's small enough that 
everyone can get to know everyone 
else and the classes aren't over­
loaded, but large enough to have a 
variety of classes and full athletic 
teams," says LeAnn. 

LeAnn thinks the biggest thing go­
ing for young people is the opportuni­
ty to become or do anything they 
want. She plans to study medicine in 
the future. 
IDDODDIDDDDODDDDDDDDDDDDDD'-IG 

Keren Higgins: "Through sports I 
have learned that patience and hard 
work really pay off," says Keren, who 
is active in basketball, pep club, stu­
dent council, intramural volleyball, 
Letterwinner's Club, and FCA. 

Keren admires a friendly and out 
going personality in other people and 
in herself. "The most valuable thing 
I've learned in high school is more 
than just math or English - it's lear­
ning how to get along with many other 
people," comments Keren. She plans 
to go on to college and pursue the 
field of medicine or. e�_ychology. 

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa& 
Terri Ulmen: "Think about 

everything you do ·so you don't give 
the upperclassmen any bad ex­
amples," Terri advises the upcoming 
seniors. She sees giving into peer 
pressure as the biggest problem af­
fecting high school students. Terri 
thinks more students would stand up 
for what they believe in if their friends 
wouldn't pressure them and would try 
to understand them. 

To improve Riggs, Terri says, "I 
wouldn't let teachers seat their 
students in alphabetical order - I'm 
sick of sitting in the back and being 
last." 

She participates in cross country, 
track , cheerleading, intramural 
volleyball, band, one act plays, and 
FCA. 

ANTICIPATION ... Homecoming royalty candidates from left: Terri Ulmen, Keren Higgins, 
Angela Gates, Shell Bowers, LeAnn Holmes. Top left: Ward Judson, Stuart Stofferahn, Steve 
Wahl, Loren Cass and Chris Shaw anxiously await the crowning of the new Governor and 
First Lady. (Photo by Doug Potter) 

Sheli Bowers: Sheli cites "learn­
ing to deal with problems and self­
confidence" as the most valuable 
things she has gained from high 
school. 

Since she has participated in 
basketball, track, cheerleading, in­
tramural volleyball, and as vice­
president of FCA, Sheli will miss the 
athletic program at Riggs the most 
after graduation. She plans to attend 
college or secretarial school. 

"Really getting to know your 
classmates because the school isn't 
that big" is, in Sheli's opinion the big­
gest advantage to attending Riggs. 
"It's nice to walk down the hall and 
see faces with a smile," she says. 
aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa. 

Angela Gates: "I like the fact that I'm 
honest, not only. with other people, 
but with myself. I never pretend to be 
someone I'm not," Angela says about 
herself. 

Angela spent the past school year 
as an exchange student in Australia 
and there she participated in basket­
ball, rugby, cricket, softball, scuba­
diving, and she played the clarinet 
and sang for various bands. 

Talking about her future, Angela 
comments, "Everything I've learned 

in high school is valuable to me, for 
it will all have a say in what I do with 
the rest of my life." 
oaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaanaaaaaaaao 

Ward Judson: "Breaking the bar­
riers of different type of people like 
nerds, jocks, and rednecks" is Ward's 
solution to increase school spirit. 
Ward thinks the biggest things going 
for young people are their imagina­
tion, energy, and enthusiasm. 

"Stay involved, get involved, work 
hard at school and in the extracur­
riculars,',' Ward suggests to upcoming 
seniors. 

Judson takes his own advice; he 
participates in football, basketball, 
tennis, Gumbo Staff, NHS vice­
president, 1986 Boys State, FCA 
member, and Letterman's Club. 
�aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaao 

Steve Wahl: "It gives me a great 
deal of pride to be selected to such 
an elite group," says Steve about his 
nomination to homecoming royalty. 

Steve thinks the students of Riggs 
would accomplish more if they could 
choose more of their classes instead 
of having to take so many required 
courses. 

"I learned in high school that I 
should always try my hardest and to 
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be content with the outcome,'' com­
ments Wahl. 

Alan Hunter, MTV V.J. , is the per­
son Steve would most like to be 
because he thinks it would have been 
"great to go amuck in America." 

Steve was elected to Boy's State 
and is a member of the golf team. 

,aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaac 

Loren Cass: "Get involved in 
everything you're interested in," ad­
vises candidate Loren Cass. When 
asked if he could change anything in 
the high school, Loren proposed a 
more responsible Student Council 
and a MayorNice-Mayor who would 
show leadership· in bringing the 
school together. 

"The most valuable thing that I've 
learned in high school is how to think, 
speak, and write clearly and more 
logically," says Loren. 

Loren participates in many ac­
tivities including treasurer of Letter­
man's Club, treasurer NHS, Boy's 
State Auditor, Boy's Nation, FCA, All­
State Chorus member, Swing Choir, 
barbershop quartet, and drama. 
1aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaac 

Stuart Stofferahn: Looking for­
ward to a college education in either 
Zoology or veterinary medicine, Stof­
ferahn admires leadership qualities 
the most in other people. "Hiring 
teachers to meet the potential of the 
students" is Stuart's proposal for the 
betterment of education. 

Actively involved in chorus, barber­
shop quartet, basketball, football, 
band, and drama. Stuart greatly 
respects Barry Manilow. "He's got 
one of the best voices in the history 
of music," remarks Stofferahn. 

,aaaaaoooaoaaaaaoaoaoaoaaaac 
Chris Shaw: As president of the 

Senior Class, Chris feels that making 
student council more effective would 
benefit everyone. 

In Chris' opinion, good teachers 
will not only teach .the basics, but 
share their lives with the students. 
"I'm grateful to the teachers who 
have given that extra to make me a 
more complete person," he says. 

Chris' extracurricular activities in­
clude football, basketball, chorus, 
swing choir, FCA, Letterwinner's 
Club, president of NHA, Boys' State, 
and the Mentorship Program. 

Chris adds, "After going to school 
with my classmates for 12 years, it's 
an honor to be chosen for royalty." 

Upperclassmen welcome sophomore 'goats' 
By Dawn Jackson 

Editor's Note: Dusk to Dawn columnist 
Dawn Jackson takes time In this feature Item 
to welcome the Sophomore Class to Riggs. 

As the bell was ringing, I watched 
new, unfamiliar faces scurring down 
the halls confused and appearing 
very nervous; it was clearly the first 
day of a new school year. These 
distinctly new faces are the "fresh", 
niave students that have just 
graduated from "Kiddy City" and are 
jumping into the big world at Riggs 
High. 

Sure, the school is bigger, the 
classes get a little tougher, and the 
upperclassmen will make sure these 
bright new students don't enjoy their 
first year at Riggs, but other than that, 
they'll have a blast!!! 

Following tradition, the up­
perclassmen have acquired a role as 
being professional initiaters and of-

ficial "GOAT BUSTERS". Many of the 
sophomores are young, naive, 
hyperactive, and unsophisticated; 
definitely fitting into the "GOAT" 
definition. 

Some of the famous sayings at 
Riggs include "Baahhh", "there's a 
pie - just for you'', "what a Nerd", and 
"A goat did it!!". Although many 
sophomores hear this continually, I 
think it's mostly done in good fun. We 
really aren't trying to be "bad guys" 
we're just giving this group of 
students the warm welcome they 
deserve - just like the one the senior 
class got two years ago. 

I remember my first day at Riggs. 
I was ready to give up at the end of 
the day. I remember sitting at the 
assembly on Homecoming just hop­
ing I wouldn't end up the victim of one 
of those pies. Luckily I wasn't but now, 
two years later, I realize I probably 
would have lived through it. 

To make any of you sophomores 
feel better, I can honestly tell you that 
I think it's mostly talk. Sure we have 
to have fun with you - you're only a 
goat once, but you'll live through any 
harrassment the seniors and juniors 
dish out to you. You never know - it 
might even be fun. 

Recently I asked Amy Varileck how 
she felt about being a "goat". Her 
reply was simply, "It's great!" Then 
I asked her if she's had a lot of threats 
and she said, "Not really; I guess I've 
gotten a few, but they were all from 
your friends." She's one sophomore 
who thinks she can handle it, and 
she's got a positive attitude to make 
it easier. 

On the second day of school I was

talking to another sophomore, Kris 
Wagener. I was joking around, and I 
asked her if she's been getting har­
rassed and she answered "no, not 
really." B�cause I'm the senior I am, 

I replied "Well, then I'll see what I can 
do to fix that." - But the remarks and 
jokes the sophomores get are all in 
good fun. Most sophomores can take 
a joke, right? 

After hearing from the sophomore 
victims, I decided to approach a 
senior. I asked Heather Lowery how 
she felt about the "goats" this year. 
"Well, there's one or two that can go, 
but the rest are O. K . ," she said. 

In all respect, there's a lot more to 
being a sophomore than the initiation 
and harrassment. Although we try to 
have fun, we upperclassmen really do 
welcome you to Riggs. Throughout 
the year, you'll learn about life at 
Riggs and after the excitement of 
homecoming is over, most of the 
students will treat you with respect. 
Riggs isn't supposed to be scary for 
you. In fact, I think you'll really enjoy 
it. 








