Mickelson will attend national forum

Riggs senior and junior high school
language teacher Jay Mickelson is
one of 56 finalists from across the
United States to participate in the Na
tional Teachers Forum March 5-7 in
Washington, D.C.
The Education Commission of the
States (ECS) is sponsoring the three
day forum which will address the
state of education in America, the
quality of work-life in the teaching
profession, the impact of the state
policies affecting teaching, and the
future steps policy makers might take
to ensure teaching effectiveness.
Mickelson was one of eight teach
ers nominated for the forum by the
State Department. Others were the
other NASA Teacher in Space final
ists and the Teachers of the Year.
"I was really surprised," said

Mickelson, who plans to put the best
foot forward for South Dakota. "I
don't think we have anything to be
ashamed of in this state."
"I think we are doing a good job in
South Dakota, and we were on the

cutting edge of everything until they
started revising the Regents' require
ments."
Mr. Mickelson will be taking the
Excellence Reports from the South
Dakota Education Association as well
as excellence reports from the
Regents and the State Board of Edu
cation to enter into testimony.
He will also be taking several bro
chures from the state Office of Tour
ism and expects the forum to be good
publicity for South Dakota as well as
for educators.
Applications for the 56 positions
for the forum included such ques
tions as, Why did you want to
become a teacher? What would you
recommend to improve teacher edu
cation programs at the university
levels? What would you tell a student
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interested in education?
Mickelson expects these issues,
discipline, parental involvement and
merit pay to be among the discussion
topics at the forum.
"We are supposed to be talking to
them," Mr. Mickelson said noting
that he will also be gathering input
from other teachers with the excel
lence reports.
In a recent news release New
Jersey Governor Thomas Kean, ECS
chairman said, "It's time to listen to
people we trust-and I trust teachers.
What teachers have to say is impor
tant and worth listening to. We had
better be prepared to act on what we
hear."
School and professional involve- .
ment was also considered when ap
p Ii cations were solicited. Mr.
Mickelson was voted Teacher of the
Year in 1977 by the Pierre Education
Association and Teache� of the Year·
in 1978 by the Riggs High students.
He has served as president of the
PEA and was a state semifinalist in
the NASA Teacher in Space pro
gram.
The ECS received over 400 nomi
nations and singled out "America's
teaching elite" according to ECS of
ficials.
The ECS is a nonprofit, nationwide
compact formed in 1965 to help gov
ernors, state legislators, and state ed
ucation officials.

--NHS tags new members, teacher of the year
named Teacher of the Year at the
Feb. 18 NHS annual awards assem
bly.
"I feel really honored," Mrs. Hild
ing, the chorus instructor, com
mented later. Mrs. Hilding has taught
at Riggs for six years and was very
pleased the students presented her
with such an honor. "I thank all of the
students," she said. Besides teaching
music at Riggs Mrs. Hilding has also
been involved in Pierre Players and
the Bad River Revue. She has a hus
band, Randy, and they are expecting
a baby in July.
Mrs. Hilding enjoys teaching at
Riggs, "I've become very close to
many of the students and get along
well with Mr. Upsahl, my cohabitant
TEACHER OF THE YEAR ... Chorus
teacher Jackie Hilding took the honors.
By Paulette Gates

Nineteen juniors and 10 seniors
were tagged for the National Honor
Society, and Mrs. Jackie Hilding was

in the music department. Besides
people, music is my number one love
of life, so what better way to spend
my hours!"
She feels that "Riggs has some
dedicated and talented people in the

music department. They are not only
members of the chorus, but friends
almost more of a family-type unit."
Mrs. Hilding's students all seem to
agree that she deserves this honor.
One student said, "She really tries to
help you and always makes learning
and improving fun."
New members of NHS who were
formally initiated include seniors
Nanette Hofer, Chris Krogman,
Susan McIntire, Steve Maxwell,
Steve Rasmussen, Linda Regynski,
Brett Stewart, Pete Thompson,
Michelle Ulmen, and Brian Weiss.
Junior initiates included Richard
Birhanzel, Loren Cass, LeAnn
Holmes, Darleen Hunsely, Lisa Hyde,
Ward Judson, Kelly Koistinen, Noel
Miller, Robert Miller, Michelle Olson,
Todd Peterson, Lisa Pibal, Monty
Schaefer, Shannon Schneider, Chris
Shaw, Stephanie Sibley, Shannon
Weber, Janette Wellhouse, and
Dawn Witte.

Legislature reviews educational issues
By Rob Miller

A myriad of bills pertaining to edu
cation confronted the Legislature this
session in Pierre.
On the top of the list of issues im
portant to Riggs students was that of
open enrollment to South Dakota col
leges and universities. Under this pro
posal, State run institutions would be
open to any graduate of a South Da
kota high school. Eliminating cum
bersome rules and regulations, this
bill could vastly increase the number
of students attending colleges and
universities in the state.
"Personally I think the plan would
be good for some of the schools,"
says Riggs Guidance counselor Gary
Schneider. "If they're good enough
[for college] then fine."
Open enrollment would not be a
major change in curriculum at the
high school level. Most high schools
would retain their own stringent grad
uation requirements. In many cases
these requirements are the same or
similar to the Board of Regent's col
lege entrance requirements.

Another issue of major importance
to students was the foreign language
requirement. Once again the hot
topic of debate for the Legislature,
this year the proposal is to end the re
quirement all together. This would
make foreign language unnecessary
for college admission in South Da
kota.
In the past the Board of Regents
has stuck to its guns in keeping the
requirement. It, and the need for for
eign language itself, has been under
fire for quite some time.
"I feel sorry for students who
could have taken a class pertaining to
their interest rather than having to
take a foreign language," pointed out
Riggs teacher Skip Kurth.
Marcia Graney, a foreign language
teacher, feels differently. "I feel it
[this discussion] is a tremendous
waste of time and money because the
foreign language program was enlarged to meet the increase in lan
guage enrollment. Now the numbers
will decrease and the materials our-

chased and the teachers hired will no
longer be needed."
Many students echoed the senti
ments of junior Tom Maher when he
said, "People should realize that for
eign language is important, but it
should not be a requirement."
Each year Governor Janklow is ex
pected to submit a plan for state aid
to education. This year the Governor
plans to radically redistribute state
funding. The new plan is to give
money to larger districts and take
away from smaller districts in the in
terest of fairness. Although larger
schools such as Riggs don't stand to
be hurt, the majority of cuts will af
fect smaller schools across the state.
The Legislature is easily accessible
to Riggs students. With the capitol
building a mere block away, we are in
a fortunate situation. Much knowl
edge of state government can be
gained by simply observing the Ses
sion. The Governor strongly urges
students to be involved in all aspects
of government.

A NEW MEMBER ... Senior Paul Rob
bennolt tags new NHS senior initiate Brian
Wiess.
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Riggs host AFS flag exchange
'

,

By Randy Dalton

, at Post Corner Drug displays one of the
r)

for sure, times have changed drastically
since pale skin was considered the true
mark of beauty.

"Other lands have sunlight to
en clover."
Riggs showed that February is a
month for sharing by hosting the tenth
annual AFS Flag Exchange.
A highlight of the event was a poem
read by Mia Vitianieni of Finland. In the
poem she said that "other lands have
sunlight to enclover" and that "others
love their countries such as we do".
This, and the desire to know more are
what the entire foreign exchange pro
gram is based on.
The flag exchange was started in the
spring of 1977 by Jay Mickelson, foreign
language teacher. The first two students
to be presented with the American flag
were Victor Piccione, of Spain, and Elsa
Bernt, of Norway. The exchange stu
dents in Pierre this year are Mia
Vitianieni and Murit Roland. Mr.
Mickelson feels this was a worthwhile
project because, "when you live in a
country you become part of that coun

1

try".

The AFS club finances the flag ex
change and presents the American flag
to the exchange students.
To become a foreign exchange stu
dent, you must devote eleven months

FLAGS ANYONE? ... Jay Mickelson, foreign language teacher, exchanges flags with Mia
Vitianieni and Murit Rolund.

(August-June) and $4000 dollars· to the
_program. An additional $1000 must be
raised from the community.From this
money the students are allotted $20 a
month for spending money. Any addi
tional spending money must be provided
by the student.
When school gets out at the end of

May, the exchange students will embark
on a tour of the country. When the
whole thing is said and done, "the stu
dents leave with a broader prospective
of the United States, and le.ave us with a
part of themselves as well as their coun
tries," Mickleson told the student body
at the Flag Exchange ceremony.

Poetry Corner
WINTER
Mechelle Fowler

Winter is a time for snowballs,
And heavy wool shawls.
Winter is a time for fireplaces,
And snowmobile races.
Winter is a time for downhill
sledding,
And people snuggled in
warm bedding.
LIP SYNC ... Lisa Dickson portrays Willie
Gault in the Super Bowl Shuffle. (Photo by
Dan Lerew)

Lip sync contest
benefits Close Up
students
By Dan Lerew

This year's Lip Sync Contest was
big success for the members of
Close-Up, who raised approximately
$400 from the event for their trip to
Washington, D.C.
The winners from last year KRAM,
came back this year, and using a
song by Nite Ranger called "Don't
Tell Me You Love Me," KRAM won
again.
Out of a possible 90 points
awarded by judges, KRAM had 87
while the next closest group was the
Super Bowl Shuffle with 76 points.
KRAM includes J.D. Reis on
drums; Bob Krier on guitar; Chris
Mikkelsen on guitar; Scott Waster,
alias Brad Aames, on bass guitar and
as lead vocalist; their newest addition
Steve Wahl on keyboards; and John
' Cass on lights.
This year the group members only
made $10 while last year they made
$12. 50 apiece. Senior Chris Mik
kelsen says "if you make $22.50 over
two years you are set for life."
In looking forward to the next Lip
Sync Contest junior Bob Krier says:
"if there are any bands that plan on
knocking us off next time they better
start working on it now."

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
By Richard Frederic Birnhanzel

Many blindly believe
That they can achieve
The thrill of competition
And the pride of recognition
Without the stench of sweat
They quickly will forget
What made them a star
Lest they become sub-par
But for those who persevere
It becomes very clear
That their hard work and strife
Will help them in their future life

There are no more flowers,
Or warm spring showers.
There is no more picnic fun
Or laying in the sun.
There is no more sail boating,
Or river raft floating.
Winter is some people's favorite
season,
But why, I don't know the
reason.
For me, my favorite season is
summer,
Because, winter is really a
bummer!

BLACK STALLION
By Tammy F.

That great black stallion
There he be,
Riding the winds
Of his own destiny.
With ebony coat,
And swirling mane
He searches for mares
As he roams the range.
The fastest one known
He outruns one and all,
Listen for his whinny
A clarion call.
Now look over yonder,
A challenger there be
To steal away the herd
For his own to keep.
A fight to the death
That's what this will be,
For neither these stallions
Will turn to flee.
As bodies collide,
And blood is drawn,
A fight to the death
That's what this will be,
For neither these stallions
Will turn to flee.

As bodies collide,
And blood is drawn,
The colts stare in wonder
But the mares just gaze on.
Now one is tiring
He won't last long
He tries to continue,
To last,
To fight on . ..
Suddenly all is quiet
And there on the ground,
The challenger lays
Never to be found.
More dead than alive,
But still standing proud
The great black beast
Gazes at his shroud.
Then the neigh of triumph
Rings loud and clear,
Splitting the air
For all to hear.
With head held high
And heaving sides,
Now he'll lead them away
And continue with life.

GOALS
By Shelly Schlekeway

Life is full of highs
And life is full of lows.
You can reach up to the skies
But be ready to handle it
When times are slow.
The sky is the limit
So go for those goals.
Cause if you don't try
You will never know.

JUST FRIENDS
By Debi Mathews

When we first met
I considered us
Just friends
As our friendship
Grew closer
I found out
You cared a lot for me
I didn't consider
Us friends
Just two different people
Then one night
I saw you with
Another girl and
I got very jealous
I confronted you
With it and
You told me
It wouldn't work
Between us because we're
Just friends

